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NiGHTON  Urbanp  District. 

f 

Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1938. 


JIr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemhn, 

I l»eg  to  submit  my  Annual  Rpport  for  1938. 


Public  Health  Officers  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : G.  H.  H.  Booth,  B.  Sc.,  M.B.,  Ch  B. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : C.  H.  Fowler,  A R San.  I. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area — 3,664  Acres. 

Population  (1931  Census)  1,836.  Estimate  for  the  year  1938  — 1,738- 

N umber  of  Inh.'ibited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books — 512. 

Rateable  Value  - £l  1 ,499. 


Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  — £44/1 5/0. 

The  Social  Conditions  are  those  of  a Market  Town  serving  n wide  Agricultural  District  with 
large  Sheep  and  Cattle  Auction  Sales, 

There  is  not  a liigh  percentage  of  unemployed  persons. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

'I’otal  Male  Female 


Live  Births 


Still  Births 


Legitimate  19 

Illegitimate  0 

1 


10  9 

0 0 

1 0 


Deaths 


30  18  12 


Deaths  from  Diseases  and  .Accidents  of  Pregnancy  or 

child  birth 


j Birth  Rate 

r per  1000  estimated  resident 

) population  115 

) Rate  per  1000  total 

) (live  and  still  births)  50.0 

) Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated 
I resident  population  17.3 

1 From  Sepsis  0 

From  other  causes  0 
I Total  0 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 
All  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (till  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (nil  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whoojdtig  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  fiom  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1  Nursing  in  the  Home— 

(a)  General  Rursing  There  is  a District  Fiurse  working  under  the  Knighton  District  Nur.sing 

Association,  I his  Association  is  supported  by  .Subscriptions  and  l.ocal  Chaiities,  and 
receives  a grant  froni  the  County  Council.  Thi.s  Nurse  is  available  to  any  home  in  the 
district  if  required. 

(b)  Nursing  op  Infectious  Diseases.  No  special  provision  made. 


2 Midwifes— Number  practising  in  tliis  area — One  (the  District  Nurse). 

3 Laboratory  Facilities — Clinical  Material  is  sent  for  examination  to  the  Clinical  Research  Association 
London,  except  in  the  case  of  1 uberculosis,  when  the  King  Edward  VII  Memorial  Association 
makes  tlie  examination. 

Wasserraann  Tests  at  tlie  University  of  Birmingham  Laboratories. 

Milk  and  Foodstuffs  are  examineil  at  the  University  College  of  Wales,  Aberystwyth. 
Analyses  of  water  are  made  at  the  discretion  of  the  local  authority. 

Legislation  in  Force— 

The  whole  of  the  1890  Public  Health  Amendment  Act  was  brought  into  force  on  1st 
December,  1923.  Local  Byelaws  have  been  in  force  since  1884. 
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5 Hospitals — Genet al,  Medical  and  Surgical — Ijlandrindod  Wells,  Radnorshire  County  Hospital. 

Shrewsbury,  Royal  Salop  Infirmary. 

Maternity — Llandrindod  Wells,  Radnorsliire  County  Hospital. 

Venereal  Diseases — Heieford,  Clinic  and  Wards  at  Union  Workhouse. 

Tuberculosis — The  vast  system  of  Sanatoria  administered  by  the  King  Edward  VII  Welsh 
Msmorial  Association  is  available. 

Mental — Talgarth,  Brecon  and  Radnor  County  Asylum.  Early  or  doubtful  cases  of  Mental 
disease  can  be  seen  on  appointment  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Taigarth 
Mental  Hospital,  eith*-r  at  tlmir  own  homes  or  at  the  Hospital.  In  the  former  circum- 
stances a fee  of  two  guineas  is  charged. 

Orthopaedic — Oswestry,  Salop  : Shrojishire  Orthopatdic  Hospital. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — Shrewsbury  ; Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital. 

Puerperal  Fever — Beriington  Hospital,  Shrewsbury;  Hereford  General.  Hospital 

Chronic  Sick — Knighton;  Public  Assistance  Infirnary. 

Infectious  Diseases — A rrangeinents  have  been  made  with  the  Shrewsbury  and  Atcham  Joint 
Hospital  Bo.'U'd  v hereljy  a number  of  Beds  are  available  for  cases  of  Infectious  disease 
occuiing  in  tlie  Urban  Di.-5tnct.  Tin!  arrangement  includes  ambulance  service. 

The  Hospitals  are  widely  used  and  sncces.sfully  Jiieet  tlie  demands  of  the  area. 

None  of  tlie  above  Institutions  aie  controlled  by  the  Local  Authority,  but  the  Knighton  Urban 
District  Council  subsribes  annually  to  most  of  them,  and  local  Charitable  etfort.s  result  in  the  collection 
and  forwarding  of  compai ati\ ely  large  sums  towards  their  upkeep. 

6 Maternity  Homes  and  Nursing  Homes.  None  in  the  District. 

7 There  are  no  changes  in  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children  : 

they  are  admitted,  if  necessrry,  to  Knighton  Public  Assistance  Institution. 

8 Ambulance  Facilities.  With  the  exception  of  cases  to  Llandrindod  Wells,  ife  of  Infectious  Desease 

all  urgencies  are  takento  Ho.-pital  by  pri\ate  vehicle,  but  the  Ambulance  at  Llandrindod 
Wells  Hospital  is  available. 

9 Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  There  is  a Child  Welfare  Clinic  held  once  a month  at  the  Schools 

Knighton.  School  examinations  are  made  regularly  by  the  County  Council  Medical  Olhcer, 
and  the  District  Nurse  examines  the  children  every  two  months  for  contagious  and  infectious 
diseases. 

Dental  and  Eye  Clinics  for  the  children  are  lield  at  the  Schools. 

An  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  held  at  intervals  at  Llandrindod  Wells,  under  County  Council  arrange- 
ment. The  Local  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends  twice  a month  at  the  practitioners’  surgeries  where  he 
sees  cases  referred  to  him,  and  visits  their  homes  when  required. 

Venereal  Disease  cases  can  be  sent  to  the  Clinic  held  at  the  Hereford  Union  Workhouse. 

Sanitary  Circiumstanoes  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supplies.  The  supplies  from  Garth  and  Rookery  springs  have  been  protected  and  improved 
and  a new  main  carried  to  tlie  Frydd  Road  bousing  site. 

It  would  be  advisable  to  have  a bacteriological  report  once  in  each  month  of  samples  of  water 
taken  from  the  town  supplies. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  Since  operation  of  the  new  Sewage  works  there  have  been  no  complaints  regard- 
ing river  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewage.  Thf*  whole  of  the  town's  sewerage  is  discliarged  into  a detritus  tank  where  it 
passes  via  sedimentation  tank  and  bacteria  beds  to  the  river. 

A new  Sewer  has  been  built  connecting  the  houses  built  in  Frydd  Road  with  the  sewer  in  Bridge  St. 

Closet  Accommodation.  With  the  exception  of  about  six  dry  closets,  which  are  under  the  care  of  the 
owners,  tlie  closets  throughout  the  town  are  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

Closet  accommodation  on  the  Fair  Ground  during  the  May  Fair  has  been  attended  to. 

Scavenging.  Collection  and  disposal  are  satisfactory.  An  efficient  type  of  Destructor  has  been  installed 
outside  the  town  and  is  now  in  use, 

Shops  and  Offices.  No  action  has  been  necessary  under  this  heading. 

Camp  Sites.  Tliere  are  no  regular  sites  used  for  camping  purposes  and  the  population  is  not  affected 
by  campers 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  There  are  no  such  batlis  or  pools  in  the  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  Led  bugs  not  seen  in  this  area. 


Sanitary  Insjyection  of  the  Area. 


A record  of  tlie  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  attached 

(a)  Number  and  nature  of  inspections  in  year.  Number  1861.  Nature  (see  Summary  attached) 

(li)  Number  of  Notices  served  in  the  year.  i.  Statutory,  Nil.  ii  Informal,  82 

Smoke  Abatement,  No  Smoke  Nuisamre. 

Premises  and  Occupation  which  can  be  Controlled  by  Byelaws  or  Regulations.  There  is  one  lodging 
house  which  is  inspected  at  intervals. 

Schools.  I'he  Sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  School  are  satisfactory. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928.  No  premises  in  the  area  which  come  under  the  Acts 

HOUSIJfG  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Ads)  ...  ...  219 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  469 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  subhead  (1)  above) 

wliich  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  160 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  160 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  liealih  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (excluding  those  referred  to  under  the  preceeding 

subhead)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  leasonably  tit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  34 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal  Isotices : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  34 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  hear  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  aftfir  service  of 
formal  notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  .Acts; 

(1)  Number  of  d welling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  64 

(2)  Nunil>er  of  dwell ing-hruses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ..  64 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Hou.sing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Denmlition  Orders  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  m ade  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 


Housing  Act,  1936— Overcrowding— Part  iv. 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  ovei crowding  relieved  during  the  year 
(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again  become 

overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  its  abatement 


2 

2 

8 

Nil 

7 

41 

Nil 


Overcrowding.  12  Houses  have  been  erected  on  the  Frydd  Road  site  and  are  now  occupied. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  Farms  and  dairies  are  periodically  inspected  and  the  necessary  alterations 

duly  carried  out.  ISampies  of  milk  are  taken  periodically  and  submitted  to  a sediment  test. 

Notices  have  been  sent  to  milk  purveyors  informing  them  that  their  milk  will  be  frequently 
examined.  If  the  Samples  prove  unsatisfactory  as  to  cleanliness  the  purveyor  will  be  warned  that 
furtlier  unsatisfactory  samples  will  lead  to  suspension  of  certificate. 

Certain  purveyors  are  now  having  their  herds  tuberculin  tested  at  stated  intervals.  This  is 
an  important  advance  in  Milk  production  and  to  be  encouraged,  At  the  same  time  the  public  should 
realise  that  patliogenic  organisms  other  than  tubercle  bacilli  may  contaminate  milk — that  tuberculin 
tested  milk  is  not  guaranteed  tubercle  free — is  not  necessarily  clean  milk  and  that  the  only  really 
safe  milk  for  young  children  is  boiled  or  sterilized  milk. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods  —The  slaughter  houses  are  periodically  inspected  and  notices  regu- 

larly rendered  of  slaughter.  Carcases  and  organs  are  inspected  immediately  after  slaughtering. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned- 

Cattle  Sheep  and 


exc 

luding  Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

124 

Nil 

21 

624 

16Q 

Number  inspected 

86 

Nil 

15 

600 

145 

All  diseases  except  Tuhevculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

ISil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  v^hich  some  part 

Or  organ  was  coi.demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

10 

11 

(c)  Adulteration,  etc  There  have  been  no  complaints  under  this  head. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food.  No  examinations  have  been  made. 

(e)  Nutrition.  Rickets  and  deficiency  diseases  are  pmctically  unknown  in  the  district  ; the 
quality  of  food  coesumed  is  good.  It  is  not  felt  that  any  special  dissemination  of  knowledge  with 
regard  to  food  values  is  lequired. 


Inspections  of  food  are  conscientiously  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


The  general  health  of  the  Town  has  been  good,  there  has  been  no  epidemic  of  notifiable 
diseases  and  in  consequence  the  Dick  and  Sliick  Tests  have  not  been  utilized,  nor  have  artificial 
methods  of  immunization  against  Diptheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  been  tried  on  a large  scale. 

A few  children  in  private  practice  have  been  immunized  against  Diptheria  by  two  injections 
of  A.P.T.  and  the  impression  is  received  this  protection  would  be  frequently  requested  if  l)rought 
to  the  notice  of  the  public. 

No  vaccinations  have  been  performed  V>y  the  Medical  Oflficer  of  Health  under  the  Pnblic 
Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 


Notifiable  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  1938. 


Disease 

Total  Oases  notified.  Oases 

admitted  to  Hospital. 

Small  Pox 

o 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

Diptheria 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

. o 

o 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

o 

Pneumonia 

3 

0 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

2 

‘2 

Erysipelas 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum — No  cases 

1 

were  notified  or  treated 

o 

Deaths. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

2 

o 

o 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938, 


New  Oases 


Deaths 


Age  Periods. 

0 

1 

5 

15 
25 
35 
45 
55 

65  and  upwards  o 


Respiratory. 
M F 


Non-Respiratory. 
M F 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


o 

o 

o 

0 

1 
o 
o 
o 

0 

1 


Respiratory. 
M F 


Non  Respiratory. 
M F 


0 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


G.  H.  H.  BOOTH. 


SUMMARY  OF 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY 


INSPECTOR 


OF  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  KNIGHTON,  RADNORSHIRE. 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December^  1938. 


HOUSING. 

STABLES  AND  PIGGERIES- 

N um'  er 

of  Inspections 

469 

Number  of  Inspections 

21 

Notices 

issued — Informal 

64 

,,  Notices  Served 

Nil 

r» 

Statutory 

Nil 

Leiia!  Procpectin^^s 

N il 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

uin  l>er 

of  Visits  re  Nuisances 

128 

New  Dwelling-houses 

14 

Number  Registered 

1 

Houses  Improved  under  the 

,,  of  Inspections 

10 

Rural  Workers  Act  (1926) 

Nil 

,,  of  Notices  served 

2 

Visits  re  Works  in  progress 

192 

Complaints  investigated 

82 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Adequate  and  satisfactory. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  connected  to  Main  Supply 

14 

N 11  m tier 

of  Inspections 

64 

,,  Tests  for  .Analysis 

8 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

N iimlier 

Registered  or  Licensed 

4 

Number  of  Cases 

.,  Houses  Disinfected  by  fumigation 

Bedding  and  clothing  disinfected 

3 

1 ) 

of  Inspections 

208 

3 

Conilenined  Meat  or  Organs 

21 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

MEAT  AND  FISH  SHOPS. 

Number  laid  or  re-laid 

14 

Number  of  Inspections 

200 

Voluntary  surrender  of  Diseased  IUei«t 

96  lbs 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

,,  of  Condemned  Fish 

42  lbs. 

Number  Improved  or  Repaired 

21 

PROVISION  STORES. 

SCHOOLS  (C.  of  E.) 

Number  of  Inspections 
Voluntary  sunender  of  unsound  food 
(cliiefly  tinned  goods) 

20 
62  lbs. 

Number  of  Inspections 
Notices  served 

8 

Nil 

BAKEHOUSES. 

THE  KENNELS  and  KNACKER’S  YARD. 

Number 

of  Inspections 

19 

Number  of  Inspections 

52 

,,  Notices  served 

Nil 

Notices  served 

3 

Registered 

4 

POOR  LAW  INSTITUTION. 

WORKSHOPS. 

Number  of  Inspections 

4 

Number 

»> 

Registered 
of  Inspections 

10 

40 

PUBLIC  HOUSES  and  INSTITUTIONS. 

Notices 

Nil 

Number  of  Inspections 

14 

„ Notices  served 

2 

COWSHEDS. 

Oases  of  Fumigation 

Nil 

Number 

of  Persons  registered 

32 

WAREHOUSES. 

Inspections 

160 

J* 

Notices  served 

32 

Number  of  Inspections 

6 

n 

Milk  Tests  (sediment)  ... 

Nil 

,,  Notices  served 

Nil 

Total  number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  made,  1,861, 

C.  H.  FOWLER,  A R.S.I.^  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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